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1.0  Introduction  

1.1  Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (PPTS) 2015 sets out the Government’s planning 
policy for Traveller sites. It should be read in conjunction with the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF).  

1.2  Paragraph 10 of PPTS states that local planning authorities (LPAs) should identify 
and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide five 
years’ worth of sites against their locally set targets. PPTS defines a Traveller for 
planning purposes (PPTS, Annex 1: Glossary).  

1.3  This report sets out the five-year supply position in Barnsley (not including the area 
within the Peak District National Park) for accommodation for Gypsy, Traveller and 
Travelling Showpeople as at 31st  May  2020. It will help guide the determination of 
planning applications where Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople supply for 
pitches and/or plots is identified as a planning consideration.  

 
1.4 The 5 year period covered by this note starts in 2020/21 and runs to 2024/25. 
 
2.0  Context  

2.1  Current and future need for accommodation in Barnsley is documented in the Gypsy, 
Traveller and Travelling Showperson Needs Assessment, 2015. The data was 
collected between April and July 2015.  

2.2 The 2015 Barnsley Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showperson Needs Assessment  
(GTNA) identified a total demand for 73 pitches over the five year period between 
2014/15 and 2018/19 compared with a supply of 58 authorised pitches with no 
turnover assumed. The result at the time of the assessment was an overall shortfall of 
15 pitches across Barnsley.  

 
2.3 Table 6.2 of the GTNA estimates the household formation for the period 2019/20-

2023/24 as 2 households, therefore this equates to 2 pitches. It also estimates a 
further requirement of 6 pitches for the period 2024/25 – 2028/29. For the five year 
period this note covers that equates to a further 1.2 pitch requirement. 

 
Travelling Showpeople 

2.4 There are currently no Travelling Showpeople plots within the borough and no proven 
need specific to Barnsley. Any planning applications for self-sought yard development 
in Barnsley would be supported providing they meet the criteria in the Local Plan 
policies. 

 
Emergency Stopping Place 

 
2.5 An emergency stopping place has been created in the borough to help the 

management of reduce illegal and unauthorised encampments 

3.0  Local Plan 

3.1 Local Plan policy GT1 Sites for Travellers and Travelling Showpeople sets out criteria 
against which proposed sites should be considered. 

 
 It also sets out that self sought pitches will be positively considered where they accord 

with other policies of the Local Plan. 
 



A number of sites were assessed for their potential to be allocated as Gypsy and 
Traveller sites through the Local Plan process. The Local Plan adopted in January 
2019 allocates two sites: 

 

• Site TS1 Land North of Industry Road, Carlton for up to 11 pitches 

• Site TS2 Burntwood Cottages extension, Brierley for 8 pitches 
 
The Local Plan Submission 2016 Background Paper on Gypsies, Travellers and 
Travelling Showpeople sets out more information on the site selection process and 
the sites considered and reasons for their rejection.  
 
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4555/bp5-lps-background-paper-gypsies-
travellers-and-travelling-showpeople-2016.pdf 
 

4.0 Need and Supply 

4.1 Table 1 below sets out the current position in terms of need and supply.  

 Table 1 

Need  Number of pitches 

Need as at 2015  73 

5 year requirement 2019/20 – 2023/24  (as set out in figure 2 
of GATNA 2015) 

2  

5 year requirement 2024/25 – 2028/29 = 6 pitches. For the 
remaining year of the five year period covered by this note 6 
pitches divided by 5 years gives an additional pitch 
requirement of 1.2. 

1.2 

Total requirement 76.2 

Supply  

Supply at 2015 58  

Pitches developed between 2015 and 2020 10  

Capacity on Local Plan allocations adopted in January 2019 19 

Total Supply 87 

Surplus capacity  10.8 

 

4.2 The pitch figures above do not include the emergency stopping place at Grange Lane, 

Stairfoot. Further details on the make up of the need and supply is set out in more 

detail in appendix 1.  

4.3 The Gypsy and Traveller Needs Assessment will be updated in future to support a 

review of the Local Plan.  

4.4 In the absence of an up to date needs assessment we have considered current 

demand be seeking information on waiting lists for the site at Smithies Lane managed 

by Berneslai Homes. There are currently 9 applicants on the waiting list, which 

evidences a need for 9 pitches. However it is not known until a further survey is 

carried out as part of an up to date needs assessment whether some of those pitches 

are factored into the estimated need figures in the 2015 assessment. It cannot be 

assumed at this time that the full 9 pitches represent a further need figure therefore 

these haven’t been included in the table above. This would still leave a surplus of 1.8 

pitches if the 9 were added to the requirement figure.  

 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4555/bp5-lps-background-paper-gypsies-travellers-and-travelling-showpeople-2016.pdf
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4555/bp5-lps-background-paper-gypsies-travellers-and-travelling-showpeople-2016.pdf


5.0  Conclusion 

5.1 The five year need figure for the period 2020/21 to 2024/24 is estimated as 3.2 
pitches.  

5.2 The Local Plan adopted in January 2019 allocated sites with a total capacity of up to 
19 pitches which have not yet been developed. 

5.3 Taking into account total need and supply figures starting at 2015 when the Gypsy 
and Traveller Needs Assessment was carried out, there is a surplus capacity of 10.8 
pitches. 

5.4 The current waiting list for the Smithies Lane site indicates 9 pitches are required. As 
it is not known at present whether any of these pitches were accounted for in the 
estimated future need requirements in the 2015 Accommodation Needs Assessment 
these have not been deducted from the surplus pitch figure. However if all 9 pitches 
represent new need not previously accounted for a surplus of 1.8 pitches would still 
remain. 

5.5 An update of the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs assessment will be 
carried out to support a review of the Local Plan. It is anticipated that this will be done 
towards the end of the five year period covered by this note.  

 

 

  



  
 

Appendix 1 

Below are further details relating to the pitches referred to in table 1 above. 

Need 

Extracts from the Gypsy and Traveller Need Assessment 2015  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Supply 

The supply as at 2015 was set out in the Gypsy and Traveller Needs assessment carried out 

by Arc 4 in 2015. The extract below sets out the supply. The full assessment can be found 

here:  

The needs assessment is available online here 
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4722/eb62-gypsy-and-traveller-needs-assessment-2015-
arc4.pdf 
  
Further information is also available in the Adopted Local Plan, in particular pages 118-119 
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/9924/local-plan-adopted.pdf 
 

Planning permission for pitches granted since 2015.Planning permission has been granted 

for 3 permanent pitches at the Whitegate Stables site, Land South of Grange Road and The 

Stables, Smithies.  

Five pitches have been brought back into use at the Ings site, Low Valley following flood 

alleviation works.  

 2017: A previous temporary permission for a single caravan was approved as a permanent 

pitch at Willowbank under planning application 2017/0392 

 2019: An additional caravan was approved at the existing Willowbank site under application 

2019/0732. 

 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4722/eb62-gypsy-and-traveller-needs-assessment-2015-arc4.pdf
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4722/eb62-gypsy-and-traveller-needs-assessment-2015-arc4.pdf
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/9924/local-plan-adopted.pdf



